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employed in the technicums are mixed. In the first two years
they are the same as those used in the schools. The foundation
is the class lesson. With this is used laboratory work, inde-
pendent study, discussion, and excursions. The methods used
in the last two years approximate to those used in the institutes
or universities. The lesson gives place to the lecture. This is
followed by group work and discussion. More time is now given
to independent work. Every student must receive a diploma
before applying as a qualified worker for the post for which he
has trained. The diploma is given on the successful presentation
of a thesis. This has to be publicly defended at a meeting of
students and staff. The student has three months for its pre-
paration. Those students who wish to qualify for higher positions
may take the entrance examination to an institute or university
and are admitted under the usual conditions.
What are the factors which decide the student as to which
technician he shall enter ? First comes the environmental factor.
Students who live in a district where, for example, the textile
industry predominates will naturally be influenced in that direc-
tion, just as in a mining area in England most of the young
people are first of all inclined to enter the mining industry. The
second factor is the wishes of the girl or boy, based on his
aptitudes. A student may live in a textile area and show musical
or literary gifts. He will enter a music technicum or an institute.
Or he may wish to be a teacher, then he will enter a pedagogical
teehnicum. Before a final decision is taken, psychological and
industrial tests are applied. As yet the number of psychologists
for testing students is far from adequate, and work is being
carried on with methods of testing.
There is one other factor which influences the choice of a
tedbnicum, it is the very important one of the economic a^l
social needs of the country. At the time when factory-worker
were needed more than any other kind of worker, as a result <rf
P^agaada the factory-worker was considered the highest type
of efeea, mth the consequence that all the youth flocked to tfe
unforeseen result of this w$s a shortage of teacfeei^